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VI Culinary Team Wins at Taste of the Caribbean  
The VI Culinary Team recently returned from the Taste of 

the Caribbean Competition  where they competed 

against 13 regional teams.  The six -member team im-

pressed the judges with their colorful cocktails, tasty des-

serts, and mouthwatering appetizers and entrees. Once 

the final bell rang, the VI Culinary Team brought home 

silver medals for both the team and the bartender, the 

Hank  Schank Commemorative Award for the Most Inno-

vative Menu, and most creative Vodka drink. The winning 

menu included: Appetizer: key lime cilantro marinated 

calamari roulade stuffed with pumpkin fungi , ital curry 

corn stew, passion fruit coulis, West Indian Creole beurre 

blanc with a crispy Tania garnish; Entrée: Crispy pork que-

nelle, braised lamb turnip gnocchi, carrot cardamom but-

ter, mascarpone mousse, mango orchid  chocolate 

tamarind gastrique topped with bok choy fennel salad; 

and dessert: Caribbean rum cake with cinnamon rum 

caramel sauce, passion fruit cheesecake with passion fruit 

jelly, coconut graham and coconut tuille.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge debt of gratitude goes out to the teamõs sponsors:  

the Department of Tourism, Frenchmanõs Reef Marriott, 

the West Indian Company Limited, the Ritz Carlton, the St. 

Croix Foundation/Taste of St. Croix, Premier Wines and 

Spirits, Merchants Market, Divi Carina Bay Resort, Costa 

Java Café, and of course the Hotel & Tourism Association.  

Congratulations to the team members who worked so 

hard for this recognition: Manager Chef Leslie Gumbs 

(Theoõs Personal Catering), Chef Dennis Vanterpool 

(Frenchmanõs Reef Marriott), Chef Ashley Allen, Sr. (Kenõs 

Food Mobile),  Chef Dennis Gribbin (Starfish Pattisserrie), 

Chef Josh Vilain (Bacchus), Chef Brian Wisbauer (Salud 

Bistro), Bartender Joshua King (The Ritz Carlton), and stu-

dent chef Afiyah Augustus (St. Croix Career and Techni-

cal Education Center).  

Territory to Welcome New Airlift This Fall  
 

Through the tireless efforts of the Depart-

ment of Tourism, American and Delta Air-

lines announced they will increase service 

this fall to both St. Croix and St. Thomas.  

American Airlines will increase service to St. 

Croix from Miami to 10 flights, up from 7. 

Delta Airlines will now offer daily service (up 

from 2 a week) to St. Croix from Atlantaõs 

Hartsfield Airport beginning December 19.  

Delta will also increase service to St. Thomas 

from both Atlanta and JFK. Flights out of At-

lanta will increase to 4 daily (up from 2), and 

service out of JFK  will increase to seven 

days a week (up from 2). As a result, flight 

service to St. Thomas will increase by 6% 

YOY, and by the end of 2009, flight service 

to St. Croix will recapture the 40% drop in 

service experienced during fall 2008.   With 

the increased service outlined above, both 

St. Croix and St. Thomas will experience posi-

tive increases in airlift for 2010. Good news 

for the winter.  



Membership Corner  
New Member Feature  

Youõve seen her on destination guidebooks, in TV commercials and representing the USVI in the Miss Uni-

verse competition.  Now Jeõtaime Cerge is offering her years in front of the camera and her cosmetology 

expertise to individuals and a variety of industries in the territory. Sugar & Spice Artistry is as she terms it òa 

nomadic companyó offering an extensive array of beauty services all on call.     Some of these services 

include hair styling, makeup, massages, body scrubs and eyelash extensions . Since the business started in 

2006, Jeõtaime and her partner Angelica Cardy have worked on locally-produced ads for Target and 

Stuart Weitzman, print and TV ads for Caneel Bay, BET fashion show, TEMPO, a Daddy Yankee video and 

the USVI Department of Tourism commercial.  They have also styled for a large number of weddings.  For 

a more extensive list of services visit www.sugarandspice -vi.com,  or call 690 -3434.  

 
*Membership Card ð Members are adding outstanding discounts  for cardholders  weekly. Check out this 

offer from Avis  Car Rental. Cardholders receive a 20% discount on rentals. Quote rental code A328700. 

Blackout periods may apply. Not valid on holidays or during peak business periods. To see all the card of-

fers visit www.usvihta.com  

 

*The next Membership Meeting is scheduled for July 15 at the Westin St. John beginning at 12 noon. The 

òOfficer of the Monthó program will  be revived at the July Meeting. The recognition  originally began in 

2000 as a way to put a face on the police department.  According to Mary Gleason, one of the driving 

forces behind the program, òthe Hotel & Tourism Association wanted our men in blue to be recognized 

not only by their peers but by the community.ó Moving forward, an officer will be acknowledged at every 

membership meeting. The officers are recommended by their supervisors.  

 

*The St. Thomas/St. John Chamber of Commerce is holding a one -day economic summit on Friday, July 

10 at Frenchmanõs Reef Marriott. Specifically the panelists and participants will discuss how businesses 

can join forces to face the challenges resulting from the economic recession and whether the USVI tour-

ism product is in a position to compete with surrounding destinations, and what can be done to improve 

our product.  For information contact the Chamber office at 776 -0100. Participation is encouraged.  

 

Employee Profile ñAlicia Husband  

Her official title is Cruise Ship Welcome Center Associate but to the Association she 
is so much more. Most members wonõt see her if they visit the office but her service 
to the small staff is invaluable.  Born and raised in Frederiksted, St. Croix to a large 
family, Husband moved to New York for a short time but missed the islands so 
much that she returned a few years later and soon after got married. She worked 
a few years in retail but soon realized that she would rather be a stay -at -home 
mother and grandmother. She takes great pride in speaking about the achieve-
ments of her 5 children and 8 grandchildren. Sheõs an excellent cook and active 
member of the Calvary Baptist Church. Thanks for all that you do!  

SAVE THE DATE  

July  15    Membership Meeting ñ12:00 Noon ñWestin St. John  

 

September    Travel Agent Month  

 

Sept. 29 -Oct. 2   Small Hotels Retreat ñSt. Thomas,  

    Frenchmanõs Reef Marriott, www.caribbeanhotelandtourism.com 

 

November 21   Tommy Star Awards & Gala ñEstate St. Peterõs Great House 

  

 



4002 Raphune Hill, Suite 304, St. Thomas, VI 00802    

340 774-6835  email: admin@virgin-islands-hotels.com

Destination Symposium Recap  
 

New and familiar faces paid the islands a visit for the 16th annual Destination Symposium last month. It 

was an opportunity for industry partners, some coming from as far as Canada, to meet with local hotel-

iers, allied members and Department of Tourism officials, and experience USVI hospitality. An added 

feature to events on St. Thomas and St. Croix were mini -trade shows where allied members from both 

Associationõs were allowed to provide details on their businesses. Journalist Ciara Lavelle, attending for 

the first time, said òit was the most fun and most professionally run show Iõve attended in my time at 

Recommend Magazine.ó  

 

Environmental Committee Encourages  

Recycling Cans  

 
You CAN be a part of saving the environment by 

recycling. Hereõs how: 

 
1) Place receptacles throughout your business  

property, clearly marked for aluminum cans 

only.  Receptacles can be made or purchased, 

(tall or tote size)  

 

2) Collect in 55 gallon clear plastic bags 

(currently available for $16.00 for 60 bags at 

Home Depot)  

 

3)  Designate a place to store the cans until 

ready to take to STS in the Subbase  

 

4)  When you have a truck full, deliver the bags 

of cans to STS and collect.20 per pound  

 

President Obama enjoys the shenanigans of  

Larry and Jose  
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Tommy Star Award Nominees Sought  

 
 

Do you have an outstanding employee that de-

serves to be recognized? Then nominate them 

for a Tommy Star Award. For the past 8 years, the 

Hotel& Tourism Association has  hosted this ap-

preciation event to allow outstanding employees 

to  shine even brighter.  

Award categories include: Hotel Associate of the 

Year, Hotel Supervisor of the Year, Retail Associ-

ate of the Year, Attraction/Activity Associate of 

the Year, Taxi Operator of the Year, Restaurant 

Associate of the Year, Airline Associate of the 

Year, Hospitality Support Associate of the Year, 

and Public Service Representative of the Year. 

Nomination forms, sponsorship information and 

advertising opportunities are available through 

the Association office.  The 2009 Tommy Awards 

Gala will be held on November 20 at Estate St. 

Peterõs Great House.  Donõt let exemplary  
employees go unrecognized!  


