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May 27, 2020


STATEMENT TO THE COMMITTEE CULTURE, HISTORIC PRESERVATION AND AGING


The Honorable Senator Myron D. Jackson
Chairman, Committee on Culture, Historic Preservation and Aging
33rd Legislature of the Virgin Islands
St. Thomas, U.S. Virgin Islands 00804

Good Day Mr. Chairman, Committee Members and fellow testifiers.	
My name is Lisa Hamilton. I am President of the USVI Hotel and Tourism Association. We would like to thank the Chairman and Committee on Culture, Historic Preservation and Aging for inviting us to participate in the discussion on COVID-19 protocols for reopening of the Territories historic towns.
	
	The Boards of Directors for both the St. Thomas – St. John and St. Croix Hotel & Tourism Associations have collaborated with the Department of Health and Department of Tourism on crafting the Health and Safety Guidelines for the Tourism Industry.  Until those guidelines, specific to the Territory, are finalized, we are following the guidelines issued by the Centers for Disease Control, American Hotel and Lodging Association, National Restaurant Association, and the Caribbean Hotel & Tourism Association. 
Our priority is the safety and security of the staff and visitors to the islands.  We are focusing our attention on information and collaboration for hotels, restaurants, gyms and spas, activities, attractions and transportation regarding prevention of transmission through management of social distancing measures, hand sanitizing, respiratory hygiene and monitoring of staff and guests who might have been infected.  We are also complying with the technical and maintenance guidelines for laundry, dishwashing, and air conditioning as potential sources of transmission. 

We have surveyed our members in the historic districts including hotels, jewelry stores, restaurants, and dive shops.  They all have implemented guidelines to meet the criteria currently established by the governmental agencies and industry associations I previously mentioned. 

We will continue to work with the Department of Health and the Department of Tourism to ensure that the reopening of our beautiful islands to visitors from off-island is as safe as possible.

Thank you for your attention.
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